• VEPSC was delivered to small groups of older adults in community settings in Fall 2017 -Spring 2018.
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• Three major vaccine-preventable illnesses, pneumococcal disease, influenza and herpes zoster (shingles), account for an estimated economic burden of $26.1 billion in the USA. 1 • Zoster and pneumonia vaccination rates among eligible older adults remain suboptimal, especially in minority populations, with 59% of African Americans (AA) remaining unvaccinated compared to 46% of Caucasians. 2, 3 • Improved knowledge about vaccine-preventable diseases and vaccination may be a key component in improving vaccination rates in this population.
• Vaccine Education through Pharmacists and Senior Centers (VEPSC) is a community-based vaccine education program delivered by either pharmacists (PHARM) or peer educators (PEER) and aims to improve knowledge and beliefs about vaccination, with a focus on zoster, pneumonia, and influenza.
• The objective of this analysis was to present baseline demographics and knowledge findings.
• Findings indicate that knowledge of these three vaccinepreventable diseases is low, with somewhat better knowledge about influenza than zoster and pneumonia.
• Findings support the opportunity to improve knowledge about vaccines and vaccine-preventable diseases in this population. o The need to improve knowledge spans across educational and socioeconomic strata, implying there is a potential population health benefit from this type of education.
• Future work includes assessing change in knowledge by treatment arm and comparing costs and outcomes of PEER and PHARM.
• Results may not be generalizable to other populations.
• This analysis does not assess outcomes of the program. 
